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Panther Band Student Leadership 
 
Drum Majors   Molly England 

    Lisa Richmond   

Field Commander Quinn Jackson 

Band President  Kaylie Kisiel 

Secretary   Kelly Breese 

Librarian   Samantha Morrill 

Historian   Abigail Stewart 

Equipment Managers Thomas Kusuma 

   Julie Lewis 

 
 

Section Leaders 
 
Flute    Keri Hans 

    Kiirstin Suomu 

Clarinet   Kaylie Kisiel 

Saxophone   Sara Cole 

Trumpet   Dylan Starer 

Mellophone   Erika Hogan 

Trombone/Baritone Quinn Jackson 

Tuba    Luis Perez 

Front Ensemble  Abigail Stewart 

Battery Percussion Scotty Raddock 

Color Guard  Michelle Christian 

    Alycia Hohman 
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Band Boosters Association 
 
 
 

Directors 
Director of Bands 

Charles Watford 
watforc@ocps.net 
407-355-3209 
 
Associate Director of Bands 

Matt Kaminskas 
kaminsm@ocps.net 
407-355-3200 ext. 2291 
 
 
 

Band Parent Board 
 
 
President   Diann Brown 

Vice-President  Ellen Pampel 

Secretary   Alison Jackson 

Treasurer   Renee Cole 

Co-Treasurer  Marianne Snyder 

Color Guard  Paul Hohman 

Volunteer Chairperson Faith Suomu 

Fundraising Chair Noreen Carvalho 

Band Camp   Annette Kisiel 
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2006-2007 Calendar of Events 
Subject to change pending District or State Calendar 

 
 

Date Event Time Location 
July 11 Mandatory Pre-Band Camp Meeting 7:00 PM DPHS 
July 17-21 Band Camp - Week #1 8 AM - 5 PM DPHS 
July 24-28 Band Camp - Week #2 8 AM - 5 PM DPHS 
August 7 OCPS First Day of School   
Aug 18 Football Classic (Exhibition Game) 

University HS 
DPHS @ 
University HS 

7:30 PM 
(kick-off) 

Aug 25 Football Game vs Ocoee (AWAY) 7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

Ocoee HS 

Aug 26 UCF All-State Preperation Clinic  UCF 
Sept 1 Football Game vs Lake Mary (HOME) 7:30 PM (kick-

off) 
 

DPHS 

Sept 4 Labor Day - No School   
Sept 8 Football Game vs Apopka (AWAY) 7:30 PM (kick-

off) 
Apopka HS 

Sept 15 Football Game vs Gateway (AWAY) 7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

Gateway HS 

Sept 16 All-State Auditions  Ocoee HS 
Sept 22 - No Football Game -   
Sept 29 Football Game vs Oak Ridge (HOME) 

*Community Night* 
7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

DPHS 

Oct 6 Football Game vs Olympia (AWAY) 7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

Olympia HS 

Oct 11 Last Day of 1st Grading Period 
 

  

Oct 12 Football Game vs Cypress Creek (AWAY) 
No School 

7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

Cypress 
Creek HS 

Oct 12-13 No School   
Oct 16 First Day of 2nd Grading Period   
Oct 20 Football Game vs Freedom (HOME) 

*Homecoming* 
7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

DPHS 

Oct 27 Football Game vs Boone (HOME) 7:30 PM (kick-
off) 

DPHS 

Oct 28 FBA Marching Band MPA All Day Event Citrus Bowl 
Nov 3 Football Game vs West Orange (HOME) 7:30 PM (kick-

off) 
DPHS 

Nov 13 OCPS All-County Band Auditions TBA TBA 
Nov 22 OCPS Bad Weather Day (if needed)   
Nov 23-
26 

Thanksgiving Holiday   
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Nov 30 - 
Dec 3 

FSU Tri-State Band Festival  Florida State 
University 

Dec 7-10 USF Festival of Winds Band Festival  University of 
South Florida 

Dec 15 Last Day of 2nd Grading Period   
Dec 18 - 
Jan 2 

Winter Break   

Jan 3 First Day of 3rd Grading Period   
Jan 10-13 FMEA All-State Convention  Tampa, FL 
Jan 15 No School   
Jan 18-20 OCPS All-County Band Festival  Winter Park 

HS 
Feb 1 FBA High School Jazz Band MPA  Freedom HS 
Feb 2-3 FBA High School Solo & Ensemble  Freedom HS 
Feb 19 No School   
Feb 22-
24 

FBA Concert Festival MPA   Winter Park 
HS 

Mar 8 Last Day of 3rd Grading Period   
Mar 9 No School   
Mar 12-
16 

Spring Break - No School   

Mar 19 First Day of 4th Grading Period   
Apr 12-
14 

OCPS All-County Jazz Band Festival   TBA 

Apr 20 Spring Holiday - No School   
May 22 Last Day of School   
Mar 19 First Day of 4th Grading Period   
Mar 29-
31 

OCPS All-County Jazz Band Festival 
(*2nd choice) 

 TBA 

Apr 12-
14 

OCPS All-County Jazz Band Festival 
(*1st choice) 
 

 TBA 

Apr 20 Spring Holiday - No School   
Apr 30-
May 4th  

FBA State Concert Festival  TBA 

May 22 Last Day of School   
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Band Glossary 
 

Before you become immersed into the Panther Band, you will see and hear many acronyms 
and terms.  Below is an attempt to define those acronyms and terms for you. 
 
Auxiliary – the color guard unit of the band 
 
Bands of America (BOA) - A regional marching band competition that is held annually.  
Many high schools from all over the southeastern United States send their bands to compete 
in many categories. 
 
Band Boosters Association—The official fund-raising and support group for the Dr. Phillips 
Panther Band comprised of parents of participating students. 
 
Drum Corps International (DCI) - A non-profit youth organization servicing the world’s 
junior drum and bugle corps and related activities.  Its staff develops band clinics and 
showcases the top corps in North America in the annual Summer Music Games tour. 
 

Florida Bandmasters Association (FBA) - An association dedicated to producing and 
adjudicating Solo and Ensemble as well as marching and concert band festivals (District and 
State) within Florida.  Performers are rated according to the following system: 
POOR– Very poor performance, considerable improvement is required in almost every 
phase; FAIR—Well below average with much more room for improvement; GOOD-Still a 
good performance but with noticeable weakness in various phases; EXCELLENT-An 
excellent performance in most respects, but lacking in finish and perfection in detail to make 
it superior; SUPERIOR-The best possible performance, practically flawless in detail.  Band 
ratings are awarded on PLAYING, MARCHING, and GENERAL EFFECT. 
 

Plume– The feathery appendage that adorns the top of the marching uniform hat. 
 
Senior Night/Parents Night– One of the home football game’s half-time festivities will be 
dedicated to honoring and recognizing the Senior Class and their parents. 
 
Shako– The marching uniform hat. 
Slide Show– Highlights of the past year compiled by the Panther Band Historian that are 
shown at the Band Awards Banquet. 
 
Solo & Ensemble– FBA sponsored events where individuals and small musical groups 
(solos, trios, quartets, etc.) are adjudicated and critiqued. 
 
Tri-State– An annual musical festival at FSU where band students from Florida, Alabama, 
and Georgia participate. 
 
Weapons– The props used by the Color Guard, including rifles and sabers. 
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Marching Band 
 
The Marching Band is the combined forces of the DPHS Wind Ensemble, Symphonic Band 
and Color Guard.  The Marching Band is a musical marching unit organized to provide 
entertainment for: football games, pep rallies, band festivals, parades, and concerts.  It is an 
integral part of instrumental music education at Dr. Phillips High School.  Membership 
requires: TOTAL DEDICATION, MAXIMUM EFFORT, and INVOLVEMENT in all 
aspects of marching, playing and performance. 
 
The Marching Band will rehearse Tuesday and Thursday evenings during the marching 
season from 6:00-8:30 PM.  Any changes in this schedule will be announced. 
 
 
 

Symphonic Band 
 
The Symphonic Band is open to students with previous instruction in wind and percussion 
instruments.  It consists of modern wind band instrumentation and provides instruction in 
common-practice period and twentieth century wind literature and transcriptions.  The 
Symphonic Band is a class that meets (for credit) every school day and performs several 
concerts and festivals each year.  Private study is encouraged.  Some afternoon rehearsals 
may be required. 
 

 

Wind Ensemble  
 
The Wind Ensemble is open, by audition only, to students with previous instruction in wind 
and percussion instruments.  It consists of modern wind band instrumentation and provides 
instruction in common-practice period and twentieth century wind literature and 
transcriptions.  The Wind Ensemble is a class that meets (for credit) every school day and 
performs several concerts and festivals each year.  This ensemble requires a high level of 
performance, dedication, and interest in music.  Private study is encouraged.  Some afternoon 
rehearsals may be required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

 

Code of Conduct 
 
Students are responsible for the reading of and adherence to the Orange County Code of 
Student Conduct.  Additionally, here are some straightforward rules about conduct in the 
rehearsal and performance areas.  In addition, occasions when representing the Dr. Phillips 
Panther Band as a member. 
 
This is a very simple way to protect your personal property and the property of the school. 
 

If it’s not yours, don't touch it!!! 

 
Loud and boisterous behavior is inappropriate in rehearsal and performance areas.  A very 

simple way to enhance safety and a positive learning environment is to remember; 
 
This is not a gymnasium!  Behavior appropriate there is not appropriate 

here 

 
A rule to judge our actions and personal (and physical) interaction—affection is a wonderful 

and a very important part of our musical existence, but sometimes inappropriate.  We 
need to maintain personal dignity and pride. 

 
If my  mother were watching, would I be doing this? 

 
Food, drink and gum is NOT allowed in the band room or auditorium. 
 
Smoking and the use of tobacco products will not be  
        tolerated. 
 
This is essentially our home.  We want to keep it clean and have it be a pleasant place to 
share.  Be honest in all that you do. 
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Attendance 
 

Band members are expected to attend all rehearsals and performances.  Band is a co-
curricular course, with rehearsals and performances being part of the grading process.  
Students must be on time for all band functions. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCE FROM REHEARSAL.  Except in cases of extreme emergency or 
illness,  band members will not be excused from rehearsals. In case of illness, students are 
asked to call the Band Office (407-355-3209) as early as possible so that substitutions or 
replacements can be made.  It is imperative that your music be on hand for the rehearsal 
or performance.  A written excuse form the parent or guardian is due within two days of the 
absence.  Appointments or personal problems will be reviewed by the director.  You should 
try to make appointments on days when there are no rehearsals.  Check your calendar.  
Requests for a pre-planned absence should be submitted three weeks prior to the intended 
absence.  All absences affect the grade due to lost instruction time.  Two or more absences 
may result in that individual being placed on alternate status. 
UNEXCUSED ABSENCE FROM REHEARSAL 
An unexcused absence may result in the loss of the third quarter break during the Marching 
Band season. 
TARDY TO REHEARSAL OR PERFORMANCE 
Attendance will always be taken at the beginning of the event.  Tardiness may result in the 
loss of the third quarter break.  If a student is late three times, it will count as one unexcused 
absence. 

 

School Attendance 
 

Students are expected to be in class every day.  Students are not permitted to participate in 
after-school activities when absent from school, without authorization from the director. 
 

Absence from a Performance 
 

Excused absences must be approved by the director at least three weeks in advance.  Any 
absence that is not brought to the director’s attention for approval prior to the performance 
will be considered unexcused.  Unexcused absences will affect your grade.  (Notification 
does not automatically classify an absence as excused.) 

 

Grading Policy 
 

Individual Testing  20% 
Class Participation  20% 
Rehearsal Attendance  20% 
Performance Attendance 40% 
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Financial Obligations 
 

The cost of operating a successful active band program is high.  Only a portion of this cost is 
funded by the school system.  The remaining budget is from fund raising activities.  For this 
reason, it is very important that all members contribute their fair share by raising or 
contributing $150.00.  Numerous fund raising opportunities are provided for students to raise 
the needed funds, mostly during the fall semester. 

 

Band Office Phone 
 
The office phone is not to be used by students for personal business.  Parents, please do not 
call the band office to leave messages for your child.  If a message must be relayed or contact 
made, please call the front office or the attendance office and from there, the appropriate 
information can be relayed to your son or daughter.  The band room office phone number is 
407-355-3209. 
 

After School Rehearsals 
 

Specific days (Tuesday and Thursday) are for band rehearsals.  DO NOT SCHEDULE: 
work, appointments, club meetings, detentions, etc. Tuesday evenings (from 6:00-8:30 PM) 
and Thursday afternoons (2:45 – 5:00 PM).  Your attendance is required when rehearsals 
take place.  Changes in the pre-arranged rehearsal schedule will be announced at least one 
week in advance of the change.  Every effort will be made to advise of the cancellation so 
that you can use your time productively.  All attendance policies apply to after school 
rehearsals. 
 

Chair Placement and Challenges 
 

The director will assign students to parts or chairs to achieve proper balance in the ensemble.  
Students sometimes forget that ALL parts are important and must be played well.  An 
ensemble relies on all of its members for the final product.  Therefore, sections may be 
staggered to provide the best sound possible.  The director may re-seat students according to 
musical progress and preparation.   
 
Students who feel they are deserving of advancement within the section may challenge the 
person sitting ahead of them.  Scales, sight-reading exercises, and current music will be used 
as challenge materials.  Challenges will be judged by the director.  Challenges will be 
scheduled ahead of time with director’s consent.  A forfeit will result when one of the 
participant’s is absent for the scheduled challenge.   
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Music and the Music Library 
 
The music library consists of arrangements, transcriptions, and original works for band, 
marching band, jazz band, as well as a collection of Solo and Ensemble material.  A student 
may check out music following proper procedure.  The library is OFF LIMITS to all band 
members other than librarians.  Students may not go into the music files without consent of 
the director. 
 
To check out music from the library, fill out the music check out form.  See the librarians to 
obtain forms.  When returning music, students should receive their check out form from the 
librarians.  Students will be responsible for the music on the check out form. 

 

Use and Care of Music 
 

Do not fold, tear, or manipulate music.  Do not make excessive marks on music.  Always use 
a pencil, not ink!!!  Students will be charged for music that is lost or not cared for properly.  
Concert folders will be assigned according to instrumentation and parts.  Parts will be 
assigned by the director.  Students needing a music part should fill out a music request form 
and place it in the librarians’ folder outside the library.  Absence from school does not 
relieve the student of the responsibility to have their music at the rehearsal or 

performance. 

 

Instrument Storage Lockers 
 

Lockers are available for storage of student instruments.  Combination locks only may be 
used for security.  THE ORANGE COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM DOES NOT HAVE 
INSURANCE TO COVER LOST OR STOLEN PROPERTY.  It is suggested that students 
keep a record of instrument make, model, and serial number for identification purposes.  
Instrument coverage on their parent’s home owners insurance policy is suggested. 
 
Bulletin Boards, Chalkboards, and Dry Erase Boards 

Check the posting areas daily for important information.  This is our primary means of 
communication.  There is a special board set aside for music camp and scholarship 
information.  Make yourself aware, you are responsible for the information posted!  Students 
are not allowed to write on the chalkboard or add anything to the bulletin board without 
permission of the director.  Posted information should never be removed from the bulletin 
board without permission.  
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Practice Rooms 
 

Use of practice rooms must be approved in advance by the director.  Access is obtained 
through the director.  You may NOT use practice rooms during a period in which you have 
an academic class, so do not ask.  Practice room time is at a premium after school, schedule 
in advance.  Rooms are to be used for band music practice sessions - not to hang out or 
grooming times.  Food and drinks are not permitted in the practice rooms.  Instrument cases 
should not be taken into practice rooms.  This will keep the rooms from getting too crowded. 
 

 

Uniform Policies 
 
The Panther Band will provide a uniform for every member.  Uniforms are stored at school 
and issued before each performance.  Students are responsible for supplying the following: 
 
Black lace-up oxford band shoes 
Long black cotton gloves, black socks (no design), and white sleeved t-shirt 
 
When uniform is worn—no watches, jewelry or excessive make-up may be worn.  Hair must 

be off the collar.  If hair is long it must be put up under your hat.  (Both ladies and 
gentlemen) 

 
An inspection will be held before each performance.   
        Students are expected to care for and wear their uni- 
        forms properly.  Failure to pass inspection may result in  
        the loss of the third quarter break and/or the opportunity  
        to perform. 
 
The alternate band uniform consists of the  
        Show shirt and blue jeans. This uniform will be  
        used for informal performances, such as pep rallies and  
        when we travel as a group. 
 
Marching rehearsal attire should be light and comfortable t-shirt and shorts.  Tennis or 
athletic shoes and socks are a necessity for marching.  Bikini tops, bare midriffs, “muscle” 
shirts, and attire banned by the county Code of Conduct, will not be allowed at band 
rehearsals.  Hats and personal water coolers are suggested for outdoor rehearsals. 

 
SHOES MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES! 
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Concert Uniform 
 

The Panther Band will supply tuxedos for the men and skirts and blouses for the women.  In 
addition to this, the students are responsible for the following: 
 
Gentlemen: 

Bright white, pleated TUXEDO shirt 
Gold/Black cuff links and studs 
Black lace up band/dress shoes 
Black socks 
 
Ladies: 

Black, closed-toed, dress shoes 
Black stockings 
 
No medals or patches are to be worn on the uniform at any time.  We want 

them to look uniform! 
 

 

Concert Behavior 
 
Every member should bring instruments, music, and proper equipment to every rehearsal and 
performance.  In case of absence, students must insure that all shared music and instruments 
are available for the rehearsal.  Everyone needs a PENCIL in every rehearsal.  There is to be 
no individual playing during a rehearsal unless instructed by the director.  There is to be no 
talking or disturbance during rehearsals.  Subdued talking is permitted with the director’s 
permission or when the director leaves the podium. Talking should case when anyone stands 
on the podium.  Gum chewing or eating is not permitted during rehearsals or performances.  
Each student should be seated in formation at the time designated by the director, or the 
student will be marked tardy.  Tardy or previously absent students should give excuses to the 
director at the end of the event in order to prevent disturbing the rehearsal.  Posture is of 
utmost importance.  Students should avoid crossing legs or angles and/or slumping when 
seated in chairs.  DO NOT lean back in your chair!! DO NOT lean on music stands!!  The 
chalkboard should be read when entering the rehearsal room for special instructions.  Music 
stands, folders, instruments, and equipment should be kept in their proper storage area when 
not in use.  Music and folders should not be left on the music stands.  Books and personal 
belongings should not be left in the rehearsal room.  During rehearsal, please place these 
items towards the side of the practice rooms.  All trash should be thrown in the trash cans.  
Students may not bring books, personal belongings, or study materials to their seats.  Loud 
talking, shouting or horseplay is not allowed in the band room.  Personal phone calls are not 
permitted on office phones.  We always post rehearsal times, so please make arrangements to 
be picked up after rehearsals and performances before hand. 
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Marching Behavior 
 

As an important part of an effective rehearsal procedure, each year it is necessary for the 
Marching band to meet prior to the beginning of school.  All members of the band are 
expected to attend Band Camp and other pre-season rehearsals scheduled by the director.  
Everyone needs a PENCIL in every rehearsal.  At all marching functions, the drum major is 
in charge of the band and should receive the same respect as the band director.  Students are 
expected to be in their positions on time, with instruments, music, pencils, and charts.  There 
is to be no individual playing before rehearsal outdoors or indoors, unless the director 
specifically deems it necessary.  Instrument warm-up will be done together under the 
direction of the director or drum major.  Talking is not permitted while in formation.  Section 
leaders will be in charge of music memorization and preliminary check-off (playing exam on 
assigned music) for their section. 
 

Band Camp 
 

Summer rehearsals are expected unless the director is notified in writing well in advance of 
vacations, weddings, etc.  Any other unique situation should be discussed with the director.  
Band Camp is a summer school class, and all rules and attendance requirements for summer 
school will be applied.  Grades will be given to all students and will be determined by the 
afore mentioned Grading Procedures. 
 
Band Camp is a two week clinic and requires all members to be in attendance.  During these 
weeks, the students prepare the halftime show for that academic school year.  It will normally 
take place during mid-July, but exact dates and locations will be given before the end of the 
previous year.  Parents will be given advance notice regarding cost and expenses to that they 
may plan accordingly.  Band Camp is one of the most important events of the marching band 
and requires 100% attendance.   
 
Therefore, it would be appreciated if vacations could be arranged prior to the scheduled 
rehearsals to prevent conflicts.  If the student does not attend Camp, he/she might be placed 
on alternate status and will not perform with the Marching Band until all required work is 
mastered and deemed safe for performance by the director.   
 
Students moving into the area with no prior knowledge of Band Camp will be allowed to join 
after the beginning of school and will be placed into the show as the opportunity arises. 
 

Music Check-off 
 

The music check-off system is simply a means of testing the student of assigned music or 
technical material.  Students may have more than one opportunity to check –off music.  The 
procedure is as follows:  Practice all sections of music, especially problem areas.  Play music 
for your section leader.  The section leader will submit a music check-off report to the 
director. 
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Public Performances 
Every student will receive a calendar and schedule of performances the BAND will be 
attending throughout the year.  Information regarding these events will be posted on the 
bulletin board.  It is the student’s responsibility to know this information.  The bulletin board 
and chalkboard should be read daily. 
 
Always report (rain or shine) to the designated meeting place.  The telephone committee will 
call if plans are changed.  Do not call the director.  If it is an emergency, then call a band 
officer.  Inspections will be held at every performance. 
 

All-State Band 
The All-State Honor Band members represent their schools through an audition process as 
the finest musicians in the state of Florida.  They rehearse and perform at the Florida Music 
Educators Associations (FMEA) convention each January.  Participation in the All-State 
Band is a great honor.  All students are encouraged to prepare the audition materials and 
although auditioning is not a requirement, it is strongly recommended.  Auditions are held in 
September each year.  Summer is the ideal time for preparation of those materials.  Students 
must first audition for and be approved by the director.  All fees associated with auditions 
and participation in the All-State ensembles is the responsibility of the student. 
 

All-County Band 
The Orange County All-County Band members are drawn, through auditions from the finest 
student musicians in the county.  They rehearse and perform at a local high school under the 
direction of a guest conductor.  Participation in the All-County Band is extremely rewarding 
and fun.  All students are encouraged to prepare the All-County audition materials and 
audition in mid-November.  Students must first audition for and be approved by the director. 
 

 

Solo and Ensemble Festival 
The Solo and Ensemble Festival of the Florida Bandmasters Association (FBA) is held 
yearly in February.  The opportunity to be evaluated as a soloist or member of a small 
ensemble is a wonderful learning experience.  Participation in the ensemble portion of the 
festival may be required at the director’s discretion.  You must select music from the FBA 
Selected Music List.  You must provide an original score for the judge.  You must provide an 
accompanist, if the piece calls for accompaniment.  You must contract with the director to 
perform at S&E Festival.  Once contracted for an S&E performance, failure to perform will 
result in a lowering of your quarter grade.  Choice of ensemble partners becomes important 
because you rely on the members of your ensemble for your grade. 
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Travel Policies 
 
A travel itinerary and procedures list will be published for each major trip.  It is important 
that these instructions be followed so the band can move quickly, safely and efficiently.  The 
parent or guardian of each student will be expected to fill out an EMERGENCY 
TREATMENT AUTHORIZATION FORM and have it notarized.  Students will not travel 
with the band unless the form is turned in.   
 
Suitcases and small instruments should be placed near buses.  The operations officers and 
work crew will be responsible for loading the buses.  Each person is limited to one suitcase.  
Overnight case or personal belongings must be carried inside the bus.  Suitcases and 
instrument cases should be labeled with identification tags (inside and out).  Larger 
instruments should be placed near the equipment truck. 
 
Students will be expected to sign up for the bus seating and/or room lists at the announced 
time.  Any students failing to sign the lists will be assigned a seat and/or room.  Students will 
not be allowed to change buses or rooms without permission of the director. 
 
Students are asked to be careful and safe.  If accident, injury, or illness does occur, the 
chaperone in charge should be notified at once.  The chaperone will then notify the director. 
 
Music will be transported in music cases by the librarians.  Section leaders are responsible 
for collecting music from each section and getting it to the librarians.  The librarians will be 
responsible for getting the music cases on the bus and to the performance site. 
 
All band members are responsible for set up and strike of concert settings.  If everyone does 
their part, things run smoothly. 
 
Chaperones will be in charge of each bus.  With the help of the band officers assigned to 
each bus, they will be responsible for calling roll and maintaining good conduct.  No bus 
should be permitted to leave a stop until the roll is checked.  Report that you are ready to 
move to the director. 
 
While staying in hotel/motel, students should be considerate of the other occupants, 
especially at night.  Rooms should be left neat and hotel/motel property should not be 
damaged.  All telephone calls should be made from a pay phone in the lobby and not charged 
to the room.  It should be noted that proper behavior is expected when on a school sponsored 
trip.  The Orange County Code of Student Conduct will be observed at all times.  
Undignified conduct or reckless behavior may result in disciplinary action, suspension from 
school, and/or dismissal from the band. 
 
POSSESSION OR USE OF ALCOHOL, NARCOTICS, OR TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

IS FORBIDDEN.  These matters will be turned over to the proper legal authorities. 
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Band Trip Reminders 
 
Chaperones and officers are to be obeyed and treated with courtesy and respect.  They are the 
delegates of the director.  The complete uniform should be worn properly when in public.  
You are representing Dr. Phillips High School. 
 
Horseplay and screaming are prohibited on the bus—usual bus rules apply.  NO TAPE 
PLAYERS, CD PLAYERS, OR RADIOS WILL BE ALLOWED ON BUSES WITHOUT 
HEADPHONES. 
 
Students may not change buses without the permission of the director.  Roll will be checked 
on each bus before departure.  All students must travel to and from performances on buses, 
not in personal cars.  Any student who needs to depart a performance with his/her parent or 
guardian should submit a request signed by the parent or guardian at least three days in 
advance of the performance.  If approved, their parent/guardian must appear in person to pick 
up the student from the director. 
 
No eating or drinking will be permitted except when designated by the director.  Students are 
responsible for their own equipment and instruments.  The operations officers will load the 
equipment truck or buses—watch them put your instrument on the truck so you are sure it is 
there.  Students will receive an itinerary of activities for all major trips.  students are 
responsible for knowing departure times and should be ready on time. 
 
Any illness or injury should be reported to the head chaperone and director immediately, no 
matter how unimportant it may seem.  Upon arrival at a destination, students should remain 
seated until instructed to unload by the officer or chaperone in charge.   
 
Conduct of students in public eating establishments should be subdued and courteous. 
 
Students may not leave their hotel/motel rooms after curfew and/or bed check. 
 
Students may not visit rooms occupied by the opposite sex.  Arrangements will be made to 
house different sexes in separate locations within the hotel/motel (wings, floors, etc.) 
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Football Games 
Pre-Game 

 
The band will meet at the appointed time for uniform distribution, dress, and inspection.  
Check chalkboard for location for forming block band formation.  Students will “fall-in” 
immediately upon hearing the drum major’s command.  If you are late, fall in to one side of 
the ensemble.  The drum major and officers will inspect the band prior to departure to the 
stadium.  If traveling, upon dismissal from the inspection block, load buses promptly.  The 
band will march into and out of the stadium.  Listen for instruction-every situation is 
different.  Spectators should not be able to break ranks or files.  This is for your safety.  
PURSES SHOULD NOT BE CARRIED TO GAMES.  Leave it at home or secure it in a 
locker.  Any extra equipment should be carried into the stadium by parents/chaperones. 
 

Stadium Seating 
 

Each student should file to his/her seat—determined by the director.  Once the student is in 
place, he/she should remain quiet for special instructions.  Hat and gloves should only be 
removed at the command of the drum major.  Ranks and files should be kept in alignment 
when possible.  How we look in the stands is important.  Cheers and fanfares must be 
approved by the director in advance of the game. 
 
Uniforms are to be worn properly at all times.  Students will be allowed to stand and cheer 
for touchdowns.  However, they should be ready to play the fight song before and after 
conversions. 
 
NON-BAND MEMBERS ARE NOT ALLOWED WITHIN THE BAND SECTION.  Please 
explain this to friends and family.  Refreshments (drinks and food) are not allowed in the 
stands.   
 
Third quarter break is not automatic, but must be earned.  When you do get a break, you must 
be back in place, ready to play with 2:00 minutes remaining in the third quarter.   
 
Students are not to leave the band unless accompanied by a chaperone (except during your 
break).  Students should always stay in groups of two or more for your own safety. 
 
Student conduct should always be professional for the duration of the trip.  Individual 
playing or beating of percussion equipment is not permitted.  Attention should always be 
directed toward the drum major or director when they stand in front of the band formation.  
Sometimes members of the audience are rude-show your school pride and do not respond.  
ALWAYS be ladies and gentlemen! 
 
We should treat visiting bands, directors, and chaperones courteously.  If you cannot say 
something good about the visiting band, “Don’t say anything at all!” 
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Half-time and Post-Game 
 
Band members should file from the stands in an orderly manner.  The band should move 
quickly to form the proper line-up and instrumentation (preset formation) behind or side of 
the stadium.  You will move on command to the performance position.  While the other band 
performs, be a good audience.  You are ‘on stage’ at all times and do not want to detract from 
the other band’s performance.   
 
At the end of the game, the band may perform several musical selections for the 
entertainment of the crowd.  The band will move to the buses (or exit) in formation.  Load 
buses and return to school. 
 
Uniforms are always hung properly and returned to the proper location.  Put all music, 
instruments and equipment away before leaving.  If everyone does their part—it is easy.  
Please make arrangements for a ride home before the game.  We will post the approximate 
times of our arrival so that your parent can be waiting.  It is not fair for the chaperones to 
have to wait for your ride to arrive. 
 

 

 

 

 

Some factors, other than musicianship, that have a great bearing on our program - 
 

Cooperation 
Courtesy 
Alertness 

Self-Control 
Dependability 

Honesty 
Neatness 

Effort 
Initiative 

Responsibility 
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ATTITUDE 
 

Are you a part of the problem or part of the solution? 
 

Take pride in everything you do! 
 

Together we can be superior! 
 

Individual effort is vital for success! 
 

Try to do your best, always! 
 

Use your talents to the best of your ability! 
 

Dependability and determination will bring success! 
 

Effort makes it happen! 
 
 
 

Remember– YOU, as a member of the Dr. Phillips Panther Band, represent 
yourself, your family, your school, and your community. 

 
 

Tips for a Positive Band Experience 
 

• Be prepared 
• Be on time 
• Listen—do not talk 
• Accept responsibility for your own behavior/actions.  Results not excuses. 
• Read your schedule– plan ahead. 
• Treat other students and their property with respect. 
• Be sure shared equipment/music is in rehearsal, when you are or not. 
• Notify the director in advance when you are going to be absent from rehearsal or 

performance.  Call the band room if you are at home sick (407) 355-3209 
• Always give your best effort 
• Work together for excellence 
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Handbook Agreement 
 
 
 
 
Parents and Students: Please sign and return to Mr. Watford or Mr. 

Kaminskas by Friday, September 15, 2006. 

 
 
 
Student Name: _________________________ 
I understand all of the expectations, guidelines, grading, and events outlined in 
the 2006-2007 Dr. Phillips High School Band Handbook.  I recognize the fact 
that I am an important part of the band program and doing my best is vital to the 
success of the program. 
 
Student Signature  _________________________ 
 
 

Parent/Guardian Name(s): _________________________ 
I understand all of the expectations, guidelines, grading, and events outlined in 
the 2006-2007 Dr. Phillips High School Band Handbook.  I will support and 
encourage my son/daughter in his/her pursuit of quality musical experiences. 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature  _________________________ 


